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April 8, 2011
Dear Colleague,

On behalf of the Plant Growth Regulation Society of America (PGRSA) I invite you to join us for the 38th Annual Meeting of the Plant Growth Regulation Society of America to be held at the InterContinental Chicago in Downtown Chicago Sunday July 24 to Thursday July 28, 2011.
The PGRSA Annual Meeting will provide many opportunities for professional development and networking, as well as the chance to present and to hear about the latest applied and basic plant research.  Graduate students are particularly encouraged to present their work either orally or as a poster and have the chance to win student travel awards.  In addition to the contributed papers/poster sessions, we have scheduled sessions on the cutting edge research on the Role of Hormones in Crop Stress, ABA Binding, and Flowering Physiology, 1-MCP and Crop Physiology, Advances in Citrus Abscission, and Advances in Potato Sprout Control in Storage, and updates on the latest on ABA, Turfgrass and Ornamentals research.  You will hear presentations from leading researchers in plant biology and innovative scientists from the seed corn industry, horticulture, and agronomy.
Our meeting is relatively small which provides ample opportunity to meeting a broad spectrum of outstanding researchers and plant growth regulation industry people.  The meeting is being scheduled to maximize time for interaction among attendees with complimentary light breakfasts in the mornings and complimentary receptions in the evenings while still leaving time for participants to enjoy Chicago.

Chicago is a wonderful city to visit.  Our hotel, the InterContinental, is in downtown Chicago on fabulous Michigan Avenue, otherwise known as the Magnificent Mile.  We will be right there in the midst of great shopping, outstanding food, and world class entertainment.  Downtown Chicago has world renown restaurants including Charlie Trotter's, Tru, and Blackbird.  More affordable restaurants including Lou Malnati's with Chicago Pizza and Hot Doug's with Chicago Hot Dogs.  Chicago theaters including the Second City Comedy Club and numerous music venues including the Metro, Hard Rock Café, House of Blues, Buddy Guy's Legend, and other blues clubs are nearby.  The beautiful Millennium Park and the popular Navy Pier are only a few blocks away.  The Field Museum, the Art Institute of Chicago, Adler Planetareum, the Shedd Aquarium, Chicago Children's Museum and Chicago Museum of Science and Industry are all here.  The John Hancock Building and the Willis Tower (formerly the Sears Tower) are within walking distance.  Boat tours and walking tours of famous Chicago architectural landmarks are nearby.  For baseball fans, the Chicago Cubs are in town at Wrigley Stadium on Sunday afternoon and the Chicago White Sox are at Cingular Field Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings (check the internet for tickets).
Getting to downtown Chicago is easy.  O'Hare and Midway Airports are connected to downtown by CTA trains.  Union Station is a central hub of Amtrak.
The PGRSA Annual Meeting is always a rewarding event, and Chicago is a great place to be.  I invite everyone to downtown Chicago for a world class scientific meeting and a fantastic time.
Sincerely,
Peter Petracek, Vice President, PGRSA

Email: peter.petracek@valent.com

Office: 847 968 4957

Fax: 847 968 4960
Registration and Program

Online registration and the program for the 2011 Annual PGRSA Meeting are located at our website: http://www.pgrsa.org/
The Conference Hotel
The 2011 Annual Meeting will be held at the InterContinental Chicago in downtown Chicago from July 24 to 28.  We have reserved a block of rooms from Saturday July 23 to Thursday July 28 at the low rate of $179 per night.  This rate includes complimentary internet access.  Reservations must be made by no later than July 1, 2011 in order to guarantee this rate.  We have arranged a group online page to make it easier to reserve your room.  If you prefer to call the Hotel directly to reserve your room, you MUST let them know you are with the PGRSA to get this room rate.  For reservations, call (800) 235-4670.  For more information, visit http://www.icchicagohotel.com.
Downtown Chicago
There is always a lot going on in downtown Chicago.  Visit http://www.explorechicago.org/city/en.html for more information.  Don’t forget to reserve a place on the pre-conference and post-conference tours to see more of the city and surrounding area with friends and colleagues.  Accompanying persons will want to explore the downtown area with
Getting around the downtown area is easy.  The InterContinental Chicago is surrounded by great restaurants, entertainment, and shopping.  A short walk or free light rail trip will take you close to the Pearl District where you will find even more restaurant choices (http://www.explorethepearl.com/)

Transport

You can get to the InterContinental Chicago from either O'Hare or Midway Airport by a Chicago Transit Authority train for just $2.25.  Visit http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/trip_planner.aspx for information and schedules.  Taxis from the airports to downtown Chicago are about $50.  Amtrak arrives at Union Station and is a walk-able 1.5 miles or a short taxi ride away.
Pre-Conference Chicago Architecture River Cruise ($35 per person)

The Official Chicago Architecture Foundation River Cruise aboard the Chicago’s First Lady fleet is a “must” for out-of-towners and Chicagoans alike. CAF certified volunteer tour guides—called docents—interpret more than 50 buildings along the Chicago River, revealing how the city grew from a small back-country outpost into one of the world’s most important crossroads in less than 100 years.  You will need to sign up for this tour when you register but if you want a more complete description then visit http://caf.architecture.org/page.aspx?pid=574
Post-Conference Tour: Full Day Chicago Botanic Garden, Valent BioSciences Corporation ($50 per person not including lunch)

Chicago Botanic Garden: The Chicago Botanic Garden is one of the world's most renown gardens. A must for nature lovers, this sprawling compound of foliage comprises 23 different gardens ranging from formal British rose gardens to tranquil Japanese islands. A series of waterways connect the lushly landscaped hills and acres together. The scenic vistas here rival those of the older, European gardens. This peaceful escape from the city is a rare find. For more information, visit http://www.chicago-botanic.org
Valent BioSciences Corporation: This is an opportunity to visit the research facilities of Valent BioSciences Corporation.  You will meet plant scientists, formulators, fermentation scientists, and chemists who are working on new plant growth regulators.  Visit http://www.valentbiosciences.com.
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

PGRSA invites presentations in any area of plant growth regulation and natural products.  Abstracts are due May 15, 2011.  All abstracts will be published in the meeting’s proceedings.  Contributed papers may be delivered as oral or poster presentations.   Oral presentations will be limited to a total of 15 minutes, including discussion.  PGRSA especially encourages students to submit papers, with a $250 award being given for each of the two top student presentations.  A 4 x 4 foot (120 cm x 120 cm) backing will be provided for poster displays and authors will be assigned a time to present their posters during the poster reception planned for Monday evening, July 25, 2011. 

Membership in PGRSA is not a requirement for submission of abstracts, but is strongly encouraged.  The PGRSA needs strong membership support to conduct its mission and welcomes members from a wide range of disciplines.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING abstracts

The entire abstract, including title, authors, and addresses will be reproduced exactly as submitted without reduction or enlargement.  Please fit the abstract in a box of dimensions 14 cm (5.5 in.) wide by 8.9 cm (3.5 in.) high.  This will permit about 20 lines of 64 characters (Times New Roman) per line at 12 characters per inch.  The entire abstract must fit within the box below!  Type the title in full capitals, beginning at the top left corner of the box.  Place the author(s) name(s) underlined on the next line.  Where there is more than one author, indicate the presenter with an asterisk*.  Place the authors’ address(es) beginning on the next line.  Begin the body of the abstract on the next line, indenting five spaces.  Single-space the entire abstract including the title, author(s) and address lines. An example abstract is included below.
[image: image1.emf]  PROPER FORMAT FO R ABSTRACT PREPARTION FOR THE 36 th   ANNUAL  PGRSA   CONFERENCE IN  ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA   J. Norrie 1 * and S. Maki 2 .   1   Acadian Seaplants Limited, 30 Brown Ave,. Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada,  B3B 1X8   2   Biology Department, Carleton College, One North College Street, Northfield,  MN 55057 USA         The body  of the abstract should begin immediately below the affiliation and be  indented 5 spaces.  The abstract should contain a clear and concise summary of  the research to be presented.  The abstract should not exceed 20 lines of text  (Times New Roman; 12 CPI) an d it should fit within a box that does not exceed a  width of 14 cm (5.5 in.) and a height of 8.9 cm (3.5 in.).  Please keep in mind that  the width and height of this sample abstract box displayed on your computer  screen will depend on your screen size and  browser (when viewed through the  internet). For gu idance, please consult Volume 32 , No. 2 of the  PGRSA  Quarterly , which cont ains the abstracts from the 2004   annual meeting.   ABSTRACTS ARE DUE  April  1 , 200 9 .  


ADVANCE \d4At the time of the meeting, all presenters will be expected to submit either an expanded abstract or a full-length manuscript based on their talk or poster. (The expanded abstract or manuscripts are distinct from the brief abstract to be submitted by May 15, 2011.)  These will be published in the Proceedings of the meeting.  Detailed instructions for preparation of expanded abstracts and manuscripts will be posted on the PGRSA website after the program chair receives the abstract.
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION FORM
Authors should send an electronic copy of the abstract AS A SEPARATE ATTACHMENT, formatted as described above, by to Dr. Peter Petracek at peter.petracek@valent.com.  All abstracts should be received no later than May 15, 2011 for acceptance to be guaranteed.  
Include with the EMAIL WHEN SENDING THE abstract
Name:                                                                                    

Affiliation:

Complete Address: 

Telephone:

FAX:

E-mail address:

Choice of presentation:        Oral              Poster

Are you eligible for the Graduate Student Competition?           Yes               No

Type of Computer:           PC                Macintosh    

Word processor program used:

From the list below choose three categories (in ranked order) best describing your abstract:

       Assimilate partitioning

       Cell and tissue culture

       Biotic and abiotic stress

       Flowering

       Fruit development

       Gene expression

       Metabolism

       Natural products

       Photoregulation

       Seed and fruit development

       Senescence

       Tropisms

       Natural products

       Other
	To submit abstracts or for more information contact:
Dr. Peter Petracek
Valent BioSciences Corporation

6131 Oakwood Road

Long Grove, IL  60047

peter.petracek@valent.com

	


Important Links

Presentation Request Submission: Due Date May 15, 2011

Find instructions at http://www.pgrsa.org/MeetingIntro.html
Send abstracts to Peter Petracek, Program Chair. Peter.Petracek@valent.com
Hotel Reservations: Due Date July 1, 2011

Call the InterContinental Chicago (800) 235-4670 and ask for special PGRSA rates.  For information, visit http://www.icchicagohotel.com/.

Pre-Conference Tour: Chicago Architecture River Cruise

http://caf.architecture.org/page.aspx?pid=574
Post-Conference Tour:  Chicago Botanic Garden, Valent BioSciences Corporation

http://www.chicago-botanic.org/
http://www.valentbiosciences.com/.
